Community-dwelling cognitively impaired frail elders: an analysis of social workers' decisions concerning support for autonomy.
Home health care practice with cognitively impaired elders and their families often raises difficult clinical and ethical issues for social workers. This descriptive study examined the influence of safety, caregiver burden, and diagnostic labels on social workers' support for autonomy. All three factors were found to be significantly related to support for autonomy. There were also interactive effects between safety, caregiver burden and diagnosis. Especially important was the identification of the influence of diagnostic labels on social workers' support for autonomy. Respondents supported less autonomy for elders depicted as diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease than those diagnosed with stroke.